
 
View as Webpage

 

May 2025
 

March and April sterilization and adoption statistics will be provided in the next
newsletter.

 
FORGOTTEN NO LONGER,

KIDD FINALLY FINDS COMFORT THANKS TO
FORGOTTEN CATS’ TIRELESS EFFORTS ​​

By Mary Ann Emely

Today, Kidd is the proverbial “poster child” of a
sweet, still shy, rescued kitty, waiting for his furever
home, safe from abandonment, pain, and
hunger. But the road from where he was last
summer and where he is today was neither short
nor easy.

At left is Kidd, being lovingly held and nuzzled by
Patty Penland, the FC volunteer trapper who
spotted him one humid night last August on the
streets of Wilmington, near one of the feral

colonies that she feeds. He was different from the other kitties in the colony. For
starters, he was wearing a red harness, meaning he probably wasn’t feral, just
separated from his owner.

Patty said she reached out to him, and he came
towards her, but quickly backed away when she
tried to pet him. She took a couple of photos and
posted his picture on several “lost and found” web
pages. Although there was no response to the
posts, when Patty didn’t spot him the next several
nights, she hoped he had found his way back
home. Not so! About a week later when Patty
arrived at that colony to feed her kitties, a little later
in the evening than she usually did, she spotted
him. She called out to him, calling him Kidd
because he looked like a younger cat. Not a kitten,
but certainly not an older adult cat. Again, she
reached to pet him, but he wouldn’t come near.

https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1102036630557/2aa63b22-f888-4bd1-ba94-51239ef81f56
https://www.chewy.com/g/forgotten-cats_b81610413
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=2aa63b22-f888-4bd1-ba94-51239ef81f56


He was fearful. He must have felt that he had been
discarded by his human and forgotten.

​Patty took a trap with her the following night and
set it but had no luck. In fact, she says, he took off
when he noticed the trap. This went on for several
nights with the same disappointing results. At this
point, Patty also started to worry about the harness
on him. The harness portion on the back of his body
looked torn so Patty thought that perhaps Kidd
broke free and ran away from him\s owner. 

After a while, Patty took a drop trap to the site and
set it up. One night, she and her daughter-in-law
almost had him! She said he went under, she pulled
it, and they had him! But by the time she ran over
to cover him, he came pushing out the top! She said this was something she had
not previously experienced with a trapped cat. Kidd pushed through the top of
the trap like his life depended on it. He was gone again.

After that, Patty said she waited a couple weeks before she tried to trap him
again – to give him time to calm down and to try to gain his trust.

Patty regularly feeds two colonies in the same
area – separated only by a storage unit facility.
The second colony (not the one where she had
spotted Kidd) was actually a little more hidden,
and from the cats’ standpoint, probably a little
more secure. It was at the second colony where,
after about two weeks, she spotted him, eating
with the other cats in that colony. She could see
that Kidd was growing, and she started to get
more concerned about the harness – it looked
like he was outgrowing it.

Patty asked two of the other volunteers who trap to give her a hand trying to trap
Kidd. They set up the drop trap again on a few different nights and he didn't go
near it. Then one night he went in! They pulled the rope and had him, but just like
before, he came right through the top and was out! Both Renae Leonard and
Margie Denny, the other two trappers, were shocked as this drop trap was
newer, and they had it secured with a heavy cement block. Again, Patty saw
that the harness had gotten tight on Kidd, and her concern grew.

After that night, Patty again did not see Kidd for a couple of weeks, but then she
spotted him at the original colony. It was now mid-October and Patty said it felt
like she was starting over, working to gain his trust. She would feed him every
night and sit closer to where he ate. Kidd watched her closely and would dart
away with quick movement on her part. This is when she noticed the smell of
infection coming from the harness on Kidd. She said that with a broken heart she
sat and would talk to him very softly, pleading with him to please let her help him.
Of course, he didn’t understand.

After a while, she knew time was critical and she needed to act successfully now,
if there was any chance of saving him. She needed to do something drastic to
trap him. This time she decided to use a net that she threw over him while he was



eating. He fought hard and scrambled off. Again he disappeared for a couple of
weeks, and by now it was the end of November, and the weather was cold. One
December night he appeared again at the more secluded colony. Patty
strategized and decided to take a low-key approach. She set out some un-set
traps which had food in them, but did not pay particular attention to Kidd.
However, Kidd did not seem to go near any of the traps. By now it was January
and very, very cold.

Patty could tell Kidd was nearby because she could smell the infection caused
by the harness. Patty said that Kidd is a very smart cat, and he would go back
and forth between the two colonies, never getting too comfortable at either
one. That made it more difficult to try to trap him. Patty started posting on
Facebook the difficult time she was having, when two trappers, Lexy Draper and
Angela Murphy reached out to her. Patty says they were a Godsend. “They
brought two trail cams which allowed them to view movement on their
phones. We watched and saw him at the smaller colony at 2 am one night, and
then he disappeared. After a week, we moved the trail cam to the secluded
colony and added a second trail cam. We also set up the drop trap again as
well as three single traps. None were set, but all food was placed either under the
drop trap or inside the regular traps.”

Patty continued, “After about a week of watching Kidd on the trail cams and
getting to know his schedule, we set the traps, even investing in a remote control
for the drop trap. A remote control allowed us to stand 200 feet away while
watching the trail cam. There were a few days when we were there from 2 in
afternoon until 10 at night, each time leaving more discouraged than the last!” 

It was now March and our trappers were losing hope. Patty spoke with Dr. Corey
at the clinic about Kidd’s situation and asked if Kidd had not been neutered,
would he be interested in a female in heat? Dr. Corey said that more than likely
he would. That next Monday while doing surgeries, Dr. Corey pulled urine from a
female who was very much in heat. The next day, as it was getting dark, Patty set
the traps with fresh food and urine from the in-heat female. She, Angela and Lexy
waited and watched on the trail cam, watching for Kidd to show
up. He did, and after about an hour, Patty saw one of the colony cats staring
down at the trap! They looked in and there he was! They got Kidd! They were
ecstatic! Off to Forgotten Cats they went! 

At the clinic, besides the usual vaccinations and neutering, Kidd had to be
treated for the injury the ingrown harness had caused. His deep and painful
lacerations traveled all around his chest, back and underarms. The harness was
imbedded deep into his sensitive, raw flesh. The harness couldn’t be simply
removed. It had to be gently peeled away inch by inch while clipping away the
fur and cleaning away the blood and flesh adhered to the fabric. 

The majority of his Day One care was done by FC anesthesia technicians Kathe
O’Connor and Cheryl Carey who diligently worked on him to free the harness.
While he was under anesthesia, his wounds were cleaned and slathered with
Silver Sulfadiazine ointment. He received antibiotics to help heal the wound, and
meds for pain.



Kidd is finally free of pain! He is free of hunger, fear and loneliness. He is well on
the road to recovery, which includes his physical well-being and his trust in

human beings.

Kidd was distrusting of FC staff initially and wouldn’t allow them to pet him (not
aggressive, but incredibly cautious) until the first week of April when he finally let
his guard down. Holly Goldfeder, Trainer Clinic coordinator says “He is absolutely
friendly and will be available for adoption. He’s probably around about one year
old. Kidd now loves to be petted and has been making biscuits non-stop. He’s
not feral and was someone’s pet. They probably tried to walk him with a harness,
or they kicked him out with a harness on.”

His wounds are 80 percent healed. The one under the armpit remains and will
need a longer course of treatment (antibiotics and wound care). The Trainer staff
call him both Kidd and Kidder. He no longer feels forgotten. He feels cherished
and can’t wait for his new human who will adore him for the survivor he is! Kidd
would love an adopter once he’s medically cleared. Folks can submit an
application now to get pre-approved but he won’t be able to go to his new
home until he has a clean bill of health.

UPCOMING ADOPTION EVENTS
Brandywine PetSmart - This Weekend

Willow Grove PetSmart - Next Weekend



Brandywine PetSmart:
3010 Brandywine Pkwy
Wilmington, DE 19803
Hours: Friday 6-8:30, Saturday 10-
8:30 and Sunday 10-4

Willow Grove PetSmart:
3995 Welsh Rd. 
Willow Grove, PA 19090
Hours: Saturday ONLY 10-4

 
Together, we can make a difference . . .

At Forgotten Cats, Inc., our commitment to
animal welfare is unwavering, and we
want to extend an invitation to you to help
make a profound difference in the lives of
our furry friends.

As we enter kitten season—a time when
our need for fosters becomes particularly
urgent—we want to remind you that our
call for compassionate caregivers is a year-
round necessity.

Right now, we have a variety of cats
eagerly waiting for a loving home,

including adorable moms with their playful kittens, special needs cats who
deserve extra love and care, and wonderful adult cats ready to bring joy to your
life. By choosing to foster, you are not just providing shelter; you are giving these
cats a chance to thrive and find their forever homes. We kindly ask that any
resident pets be up to date on their vaccines, as responsible pet ownership is part
of our mission to educate and protect all animals.

If you're ready to open your heart and home, we encourage you to apply to
foster today! Our team will reach out to you promptly with more information, and
we can arrange for pick-up at a convenient location in Trainer, PA or Willow
Grove, PA. Together, we can make a lasting impact in our community—thank
you for considering fostering a cat in need!



​https://forgottencats.org/foster-a-cat/

Lap Cat Alert - Meet Spencer!
Meet Spencer, the dapper feline with a heart full
of love and a personality that shines as brightly as
his bow tie!

This charming cat has been enjoying sun-soaked
days at the beach with his foster mom, but he’s
ready to bring his warmth and companionship
into a forever home. Spencer is not just a
snuggler and a lap cat; he’s a delightful morning
companion, sharing espresso moments and
offering his invaluable assistance with NY Times
puzzles, all while being the inspiration behind his
mom’s Wordle victories.

With a keen eye for pantry security (because
treats are serious business!), he follows his foster
mom around, ensuring she never forgets to reward his loyalty.

Spencer is a conversationalist with soulful eyes that are sure to steal your heart,
and his expert napping skills mean he can find the coziest spots anywhere,
anytime. Although he currently shares his space with a dog and another cat,
Spencer dreams of a home where he can soak up all the love and attention he
deserves.

If you’re ready to experience the joy of having a playful, affectionate, and
slightly mischievous companion, Spencer is the perfect match for you. Join us at
Forgotten Cats, Inc. to meet Spencer and discover the many other wonderful
pets waiting for their forever homes, and become part of a compassionate
community dedicated to animal welfare and love.

Please check out Spencer's
video: https://www.youtube.com/shorts/Fa3FLinwEOg.

If you would like to meet Spencer, please submit our no-obligation Adoption
Application at:  https://forgottencats.org/adoption-application/. 

https://forgottencats.org/foster-a-cat/
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/Fa3FLinwEOg
https://forgottencats.org/adoption-application/


New PetSmart Adoption Center!

We are thrilled to announce that Forgotten Cats has officially opened a brand-
new adoption center in the Middletown PetSmart, with a grand opening
celebration held on May 17!

This exciting new location, nestled in a vibrant shopping center at 421 Warwick
Drive, Middletown, DE is poised to make a remarkable impact on our community
and the lives of countless homeless cats in need.

We invite local residents to come visit and explore the wonderful cats available
for adoption, as each furry friend you meet has the potential to fill your home
with love and joy. By choosing to adopt from our new center, you can be a part
of the solution, making a profound difference in the lives of these deserving
animals.

At Forgotten Cats, our unwavering commitment to animal welfare shines
through in every aspect of our mission, and this new center is a testament to
our dedication to finding loving homes and providing humane solutions for

all cats.



We encourage you to share this exciting news with friends and family, fostering a
collective spirit of compassion and responsibility for the well-being of our furry
companions in the community. Together, we can create a brighter future for
these cats in need!

Volunteer Opportunities

At Forgotten Cats, we are urgently
seeking compassionate individuals to
join our dedicated team as Clinic
Volunteers at our Trainer Clinic
located in Delaware County, PA, just
a stone's throw from Claymont, DE.

This is an incredible opportunity to
make a meaningful impact in the lives
of homeless cats, and we are looking
for enthusiastic volunteers to commit
to one specific day each week—be it
a full or half day—on Mondays,
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, or Thursdays.
Your commitment is crucial, as it
allows us to ensure that our volunteers
are well-versed in clinic procedures,
ultimately safeguarding the well-
being of our furry friends.

Rest assured, no medical background
is necessary; we provide
comprehensive training and support
to equip you for this vital role.
Volunteering with us is not only a
serious undertaking, but it also
promises to be a rewarding
experience, filled with the joy of
working directly with cats and

Dive into a heartwarming adventure
by volunteering to care for our
beloved cats as they eagerly await
their forever homes or return to their
colonies!

At Forgotten Cats, Inc., our dedicated
volunteers play a crucial role in
nurturing these furry friends, balancing
essential tasks like feeding and
cleaning with delightful moments of
cuddles and playful interactions that
fill both your heart and theirs. Imagine
the joy of making a tangible impact
in the lives of these cats, fostering a
sense of community and compassion
while having a blast!

And don’t worry about time
constraints; with just a flexible
commitment of one day a week for
2-3 hours—preferably before 1 PM—
you can easily fit this rewarding
experience into your schedule.

Join us in our mission to create a no-kill
environment where every cat is
cherished, and take the first step
towards making a positive change in



contributing to a compassionate
cause.

We encourage you to share this
opportunity with friends or family who
might also be interested in making a
difference.

If you or someone you know is ready
to step up and help transform the
lives of these precious cats, please
reach out to us at
info@forgottencats.org—don’t forget
to include your phone number!

Your journey to making a difference
starts here!

our community. Apply here to
become a volunteer and let the
purring begin!

https://forgottencats.org/services/volu
nteer/

mailto:info@forgottencats.org
https://forgottencats.org/services/volunteer/


 
Cinco de Meow at 2SP - Thank you!

On behalf of the dedicated volunteers and the countless cats and kittens we
serve at Forgotten Cats, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to each and every
one of you who joined us on Sunday for the fabulous Cinco de Meow! 

A special shoutout to the amazing team at 2SP Brewing Company in Aston for



hosting this vibrant event and to their wonderful wait staff for ensuring a delightful
experience for all. We are immensely grateful to Rick Choate Acoustic for
providing the perfect soundtrack to our day and for his generous donation of tips
to support our mission! 

A big thank you also goes to Lunchboxxx and Second Helping BBQ for the
mouthwatering food that kept everyone fueled and happy, and to Dan Toonz for
his charming caricatures! And thanks to American Marketing Company, there
was another adorable, limited-edition t-shirt available to add to your collection!

Your participation made a tremendous impact, helping 2SP Brewing Company to
raise an incredible $2,036 for the homeless cats and kittens of Delaware County
and additional funds were raised from the sale of raffle tickets and t-shirts!

Chewy Wish List

It’s never been easier to make a

​Amazon Wish List

Imagine transforming a simple click into a
lifeline for homeless cats in our community!
By visiting our Amazon Wish List, you can
easily donate essential food and supplies
that make all the difference for these furry
friends. It’s as simple as adding a few items

https://www.chewy.com/g/forgotten-cats_b81610413
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/WFLEDZL66BQW/ref=cm_go_nav_hz


meaningful difference in the lives of our
furry friends! By shopping our Chewy Wish
List, you can effortlessly provide essential
pet food and supplies that directly benefit
the homeless cats in our care at Forgotten
Cats, Inc. Each click and contribution
creates a ripple of hope, ensuring these
wonderful animals receive the love and
support they deserve. So why wait? Dive
into our Wish List today and discover how
your small act of kindness can lead to
monumental change for our feline
companions! Just click on "Chewy Wish List"
above to start your journey of compassion
and see how you can help us fulfill our
mission of no-kill practices and holistic
support for cats in need. Together, we can
brighten their lives!

to your cart—no catnip required! Every
contribution, big or small, helps us continue
our mission of providing care and love to
those who need it most. So why not spread
the joy? Share our Wish List with your friends
and family; together, we can create a
purr-fectly supportive community for our
four-legged companions. Your kindness
can turn a cat's day from meow to wow!

We Want to Hear from You!
If you have an idea for an article or a story you would like to share about
a rescue, special volunteer, your adoption center or recent adoptions from

Forgotten Cats, please send story and photos if
possible to: info@forgottencats.org
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